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I never thought I would see the day when I would have been told I could not attend Church.  (In fact it was 
against the law to attend a place of worship under the State of Emergency).  Attending church every Sunday  
has always been an important part of my life.  In fact, in my younger days I would attend church three times 
on Sunday.  I expect many of you reading this would testify that this was your experience as well.  How things 
have changed over the years and now since the Covid pandemic. 
 
As most would be aware, we have been able to return (with all the social distancing and hand sanitizing in 
place) to church as of 19th July and wasn’t it good to be back meeting up with friends that we hadn’t seen for 
4 months and being able to worship together and encourage each other.  It goes without saying we all need 
the opportunity to meet together with family and friends to talk, laugh, and even cry together. 
 
I am very conscious of the fact that all our friends at Chat n Choose, Seniors Drop In, and the Women Alone 
Group have not been able to meet together over this period and have also missed the opportunity of a good 
chin wag.  The contact that we have had with you all over the 4 months has been via this newsletter, which I 
am told has been much appreciated.  So, the good news is this newsletter is going to continue to be sent out 
on a weekly basis, now on Fridays, by post or email.  We would encourage you to tell us what you think or if 
you have a comment on any subject please don’t hesitate to contact David at the Church office or give 
Maureen a call with your input. 
 
Read the following Bible Passage. 
Hebrews 10: 19-25 (Message Bible) 
So, friends, we can now—without hesitation—walk right up to God, into “the Holy Place.”  Jesus has cleared 
the way by the blood of his sacrifice, acting as our priest before God.  The “curtain” into God’s presence is his 
body. 
So let’s do it—full of belief, confident that we’re presentable inside and out.  Let’s keep a firm grip on the 
promises that keep us going.  He always keeps his word.  Let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging 
love and helping out, not avoiding worshiping together as some do but spurring each other on, especially as 
we see the big Day approaching. 
 
What can we take away from the Bible passage we have just read? 
 
In my opinion there are three main thoughts. 
 

1. LET US DRAW NEAR (vv. 19-22) We can without hesitation walk into church, because Jesus has 
cleared the way by his sacrifice on the cross of Calvary.  Every mistake or sin has been wiped clean if 
we confess it to Him. 

2. LET US HOLD FAST (v. 23) Our future in Christ is as sure as the promises of God—even more; as 
sure as the God who made the promises!  He is infinitely and eternally faithful!  We can hold fast to 
our statement of faith and trust in Jesus. 

3. LET US CONSIDER ONE ANOTHER (vv. 24-25) In times such as these, it becomes all the more necessary 
that we resolve not to forsake the assembling of ourselves together, but encouraging one another, 
and so much the more as you see the condition of our world. 
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I like the words used in the Bible text which says let’s see how inventive we can be in encouraging one  
another, being there for each other, helping each other, and doing what we can to support our family, 
our friends, and those who we come in contact with.   
 
What different ways can you find to encourage one another? 

 

Blessings, Geoff Marston. 
 


